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He then shows that this letter reached the President, and at the time Mr. Calhoun was in the room with the President, and that the letter was turned over by the President to, and read by Mr. Calhoun, and handed back to the President. He shows that he said in that letter to the President, if he did not wish to make any order in advance about what should be done in such a contingency, he might indicate to his friend, John Rhea, who was in Congress at the time, whether he approved the suggestion that he (Jackson) made.
He then shows that he raised an army, and before he reached Florida he got a letter from Mr. Rhea saying that the President approved his suggestions, and that he had much correspondence with the President and Mr. Calhoun afterwards, and Mr. Calhoun as Secretary of War while he was conducting the campaign, and that that correspondence was on the line of an acquiescence in his suggestions.
This is a brief synopsis of the issue, but in the "Exposition" it is supported by the necessary proof, and especially by what Mr. Calhoun had said at the time to Mr. Bibb, of Georgia, to the effect that General Jackson had full authority to conduct the war as he thought proper. He called to his aid Mr. Rhea and Judge Overtoil as to the letter he had received before he got to Florida, and says that the President afterwards sent word to him to destroy that letter, which he did, making a memorandum on his letter-book that it had been destroyed, and that Judge Overtoil knew all the facts.
This lengthy paper, known as the "Exposition," was shown to Mr. Calhoun, but no reply was made at the time, and, after most diligent inquiry from leading men in the South, and from a granddaughter of Mr. Calhoun who has taken great interest in his reputation, I have been unable to find where Mr. Calhoun made any explanation about it. It is true that Mr. Calhoun did write a pamphlet in referencened, and suggested to a friend to write to Mr. Crawfordion of the lifetime bitterness betweenre raising questions, that the Government pro-l motive. But they so conducted it as to authorize and suggest that imputation. Their movements all took a personal and vindictive, instead of a legislative and remedial, nature."
